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1.1 Introduction

Thank you for purchasing your PreSonus® StudioLive™ Series lll Digital Mixer.
PreSonus Audio Electronics has built your StudioLive mixer with high-grade
components to ensure optimum performance for many years to come. StudioLive
Series Il breaks new boundaries for music performance and production.

We encourage you to contact us with questions or comments regarding this product.
PreSonus Audio Electronics is committed to constant product improvement, and

we value your suggestions highly. We believe the best way to achieve our goal

of constant product improvement is by listening to the real experts: our valued

customers. We appreciate the support you have shown us through the purchase of
this product.

1.2 About this Manual

We suggest that you spend some time with this manual before starting to work with
your StudioLive Series Ill mixer, to familiarize yourself with its features, workflows, and
connection procedures. This will help your setup process go as smoothly as possible.
This manual applies to all StudioLive Series Il mixers. While every StudioLive Series

[l mixer provides nearly identical mixing capabilities, some features and workflows
vary between models. Where these differences occur, they will be called out. All
illustrations for shared features and functions will show a StudioLive 64S.

This manual covers the following hardware products:

StudioLive Series Ill S Models

e StudioLive 645
e StudioLive 325
o StudioLive 325X
o StudioLive 325C

StudiolLive Series lll Blue Models (requires v. 2.0 firmware or later)

e StudioLive 32
o Studiolive 24
o Studiolive 16

Throughout this manual, you will find Power User Tips, providing mixing tricks and
explanations of various useful audio terms. Near the end of this manual, you'll find

a selection of audio tutorials, covering everything from microphone placement to
recommended equalizer and compression settings. We hope these tutorials help you
to get the most from your StudioLive Series Il mixer.

All models, except the StudioLive 64S, are 32-channel mixers and will be referred to
as such when differences occur between the StudioLive 64S and the other mixers in
the StudioLive Series lll family.

Thank you, once again, for purchasing our product. We are confident that you will
enjoy your new StudioLive.
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1.5 Additional Resources

Software Guides:

Additional Resources:

Capture 3 Reference Manual. Included with StudioLive mixers is Capture, a
digital-audio multitrack-recording application designed to make recording quick
and easy.

Networking for StudioLive Remote Control. This guide will assist you in creating
a LAN network to remote control your StudioLive from a computer, tablet, or
mobile device.

QMix-UC Reference Manual. This guide describes the features and functions
of QMix-UC with every StudioLive mixer model. QMix-UC lets up to 16 users
remotely control the Aux Mixes on your StudioLive using their smartphone.

Studio One Integration Reference Manual. Studio One Artist is included with
every StudioLive mixer. In addition to being a powerful DAW, Studio One provides
unique routing and integration features. This manual will help you get the most
from your StudioLive mixer when used with Studio One or Studio One Artist.

UC Surface Reference Manual. This guide describes the features and functions
of UC Surface with every StudioLive mixer model. UC Surface can be used to
remotely control ever function on your StudioLive mixer or specific functions,
depending on the set permissions, or to turn your tablet into additional screens
for your mixer.

Using Your StudioLive as an Audio Interface with Universal Control Reference
Guide. This guide describes the features and functions Universal Control as well
as how to use your StudioLive mixer as an audio interface with your favorite DAW
application.

StudioLive Series Ill AVB Networking Guide. This manual covers advanced AVB
audio networking configuration for the StudioLive Series Ill mixers.

StudioLive Series lll Fat Channel Plug-ins Addendum. Additional Fat Channel
plug-in models can be purchased from PreSonus.com. This guide covers the
installation and authorization process as well as the features of each plug-in
model.

StudioLive Series lll HUI for ProTools DAW Control Addendum. StudioLive Series
[l console mixers can control Avid ProTools® using HUl emulation.

StudioLive Series Il MCU for Logic DAW Control Addendum. StudioLive Series
Il console mixers can control Apple Logic® using Mackie Control Universal
emulation.

StudioLive Series Il Stage Box Mode Addendum. The StudioLive Series llI
rackmount mixers (StudioLive 32R, StudioLive 24R, StudioLive 16R) can be used as
advanced stage boxes for any StudioLive Series Ill console mixer.

StudioLive Series Il Studio One DAW Control Addendum. StudioLive Series IlI
console mixers can be used to control Studio One and Studio One Artist.



2 Getting Started

StudioLive™ Series Il

2.1 Level Setting Procedure Owner’s Manual

p) Getting Started

Before you begin, here are a few rules to get you started:

Always turn down the Main fader and both the Monitor and Phones knobs in the
Monitor section before making connections.

Before plugging or unplugging a microphone while other channels are active,
mute the channel to which you are connecting.

Your faders should be set on or near the “U” mark whenever possible. The “U”
indicates unity gain, meaning the signal is neither boosted nor attenuated.

Do not allow your inputs to clip. Watch the level meters; when signal nears
Clipping, the top LED illuminates, indicating that the analog-to-digital converters
are in danger of being overdriven. Overdriving the converters will cause digital
distortion, which has a negative effect on sound quality.

Your PA. and studio equipment should be powered on in the following order:

Sound sources (keyboards, direct boxes, microphones, etc.) connected to the
StudiolLive inputs

StudioLive Series Il mixer
Computer (if applicable)
Power amplifiers or powered loudspeakers

When it is time to power down, your system should be turned off in the reverse order.
Now that you know what not to do, let’s get started!

2.1 Level Setting Procedure

1. Plug a microphone into the Channel 1 input on your StudioLive Series Il
with a standard XLR cable.

2. Connect the main outputs of your StudioLive to your powered monitors (or
power amp if using passive speakers).
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3. Plug your StudioLive into a power outlet and turn it on.
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4. Move all of the faders on your StudioLive down to the lowest setting.
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5. Press the Select button on Channel 1 to bring its settings into focus in the

y E Fat Channel.

Select

6. Pressthe Analog button in the Fat Channel to patch in the analog input.
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7. Press the Input button in the Fat Channel.

8. Turn the first knob in the Fat Channel section (Preamp Gain) counter-
clockwise to its lowest setting.

9. If your microphone requires phantom power, press the +48v button in the
Fat Channel.

10. Turn on your powered monitors or power amp.

11. Speak or sing into your microphone at the same volume as the
performance.

12. Turn the first knob in the Fat Channel section (Preamp Gain) clockwise while
watching the Level (input) meter in the Fat Channel. Adjust the Preamp
Gain knob until the meter shows an average level around the middle of its
range. Avoid lighting the red (clip) LED at the top of the meter.
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13. Raise the Channel 1 fader to its “U” setting (unity gain).

14. Press the “Main” button in the Fat Channel to assign Channel 1 to the Main
output bus.
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W 15. Raise the Main fader while singing or speaking into the microphone until
you are satisfied with output level.
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USER FUNCTION

16. Select the Fat Channel processor (Gate, Compressor, or EQ) you would like
to edit first.

17. Use the controls in the Fat Channel or on the Touch Display to set the
parameters to taste.

StudioLive 325X and 32SC Users will utilize the Touch Display to edit all Fat Channel
parameters. The controls in the Fat Channel are fixed to their designated function.
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2.2 Useful Concepts

This section covers some basic workflow concepts to help you to more quickly get
acquainted with your StudioLive.

2.2.1 Select Buttons and the Fat Channel

All around the StudioLive, you will see Select buttons. There is a Select button on
each channel as well as the master fader. Each of these buttons serves exactly the
same purpose: to access the available Fat Channel parameters for its channel or bus.
These buttons will also change colors to alert you as to the type of mix you are
viewing (Aux, Subgroup, or Matrix)

The Fat Channel is the heart of the StudioLive. It gives you a wealth of powerful signal
processing, mixing, and configuration tools to help you make the most of your mixer.
Each channel and mix in your StudioLive can take advantage of the Fat Channel
functions at the touch of the corresponding Select button.

The 8 multipurpose knobs, buttons, and Scribble Strip displays in the Fat Channel
shift their functions to suit your needs as you move between tasks. The integrated
Touch Display works in tandem, providing useful information and fluid touch control.



